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Underwater Construction Corporation
UCC Nears 50 Years of Innovation and Job Creation in Connecticut, the USA, and Abroad

Underwater Construction Corporation (UCC) was founded in 1969 by 
John Chiangi Sr. and Stuart Leech. Both men had previously worked for a 
Connecticut based company called Marine Contracting, Inc. where they gained 
their respective knowledge in commercial diving. It was here in the 1960’s 
where they performed the first “Saturation Dives” at Smith Mountain Dam in 
Virginia. Although very little commercial diving had been performed at Power 
Plants in the past, this mode of service was rapidly growing in the industry. 
The founders took this experience and shaped their vision to expand UCC’s 
diving services to the Fossil, Nuclear and Hydro-Electric Power markets.

One of the most significant milestones occurred in the mid-to-late 1970’s 
when UCC pioneered Radiological Diving and made the first of these dives 
at the Yankee Rowe Nuclear Plant in Rowe, Massachusetts. This inventive 
approach although new, caught on quickly. By the early 1980’s the company’s 
Radiological Diving was being performed in several Nuclear Plants throughout 
the domestic United States. UCC’s unique ability to offer such a specialized 
service helped the company expand its Marine Diving applications. By the 
late 1980’s, UCC had numerous service contracts with customers in the 
power industry, as well as with owners of all other types of water dependent 
facilities.

In 1986 the founders decided it was time to leave the company when 
it was purchased by a publicly owned Asbestos Abatement company named 
The Brand Companies. At this time UCC was still relatively small with annual 
revenues of less than 5 million and roughly 30 employees. During the next 
ten years, UCC navigated through name and ownership changes when The 
Brand Companies were in-turn purchased. Despite these disruptions, UCC 
continued to grow in both the specialized Radiological Diving and Marine 
Diving services. In 1989, a decision was made to expand to the Great Lakes 

Region where the company established its second office located in St. Joseph 
Michigan and then later to Stevensville Michigan where it is today. 

By 1996 the company had grown to roughly 10 million in annual revenues, 
and after a decade of public ownership the company was once again purchased. 
But this time it was privately purchased by three employees that had worked 
for the company for many years. They were William Feeley, Michael Pellini and 
John Lawton. The purchase was successful due in part to the assistance it 
received from Connecticut State Agencies like the Department of Economic 
Community Development (DECD) and the Connecticut Development Authority 
(CDA). These two agencies in combination with Webster Bank, helped the 
three new owners accomplish the transaction and reclaim the company’s 
original name that is synonymous with Commercial Diving. In that same year 
UCC opened its third office in Chattanooga, Tennessee to service the network 
of power producing facilities along the Tennessee Valley River System.

Over the past 20 years, and still under private ownership, the company 
has grown substantially in all respects. In 2011, UCC expanded its Marine 
Diving operations further West to Wisconsin. And in 2014 and 2015, UCC 
acquired three commercial diving companies in the Great Lakes Region. 
2015 also marked another major milestone when UCC established its first 
international office located in England, and in 2016, UCC pioneered the first 
Radiological Dives in that country. Today UCC’s Corporate headquarters along 
with its three regional offices, provide Marine Diving and Radiological Diving 
to many of the largest utility owners in the power industry. In addition, UCC 
provides a variety of services to many clients and other industries including, 
Port Authorities, Private waterfront owners, Government and Municipal 
owners, Utility owners, the DOE, Manufacturing owners, General Contractors 
and many more. The company’s Radiological Diving has afforded UCC the 

Ludington Pumped Storage Plant on Lake Michigan. 2.4 Mile fish barrier net installed annually in April and removed in Oct by UCC Divers.
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Federal and State Pilot Service  
for Long Island Sound and Ports

Interport@Verizon.net

Connecticut State Pilots
Interport Pilots Agency Inc.

    SERVING ALL DEEPWATER PORTS IN THE NORTHEAST                 

                     just add water ! 

                              www.newenglandshipping.com 

Waterfront/Marine Services
Engineering/Construction Oversight/Condition Surveys        

Environmental/Dredging/Shore Protection/Coastal
Marine/Waterfront Structures | Offshore Renewable Energy | Environmental Management & Permitting  Dredge

Program Design & Permitting  | Marine Terminal Regulatory Services

GZA GeoEnvironmental, Inc.
Engineers/Scientists   25 Offices Nationwide

www.gza.com

For More Information:
Connecticut Massachusetts/Rhode Island     Metro New York

Dan T. Kinard, P.E.       Russell J. Morgan, P.E.           Douglas S. Roy, P.E.
860.858.3114                    401.427.2708                          212.594.8140

Avoid The Highway Hassles!

(860)443-5281  www.longislandferry.com
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Year-round service between Orient Point, Long Island and 
New London, CT. Vehicle, passenger and high-speed service.   
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opportunity to work with some of the largest companies in the power industry, 
while providing services worldwide. UCC has performed highly specialized 
Radiological Diving throughout the domestic United States and in over 22 
countries including, Japan, South Korea, China, Taiwan, Brazil, Spain, Sweden, 
Switzerland and England to name a few. The company presently has in excess 
of 200 employees and its Marine Diving operations support customers 
throughout Connecticut, New England and the domestic United States. All 
the company’s International services are performed from its corporate office 
located in Essex, Connecticut, where roughly one-half of its workforces are 
located. UCC has been an active member in the Long Island Marine community 
for many years and is a proud member of the Connecticut Maritime Coalition.

The company would like to acknowledge our dedicated and hardworking 
employees as well as the assistance we received some 20 years ago from 
the Connecticut agencies and Webster Bank. This in combination with 
organizations like the Connecticut Maritime Coalition has helped the company 
to create and maintain jobs in Connecticut as well as in those states where 
UCC has regional office locations. UCC looks to continue its successful 
growth as we near close to our 50-year anniversary. UCC Diver wearing a Kirby Morgan, Superlite 27 with a Bailout bottle.

http://uccdive.com/
http://www.newenglandshipping.com
http://www.gza.com
https://www.longislandferry.com/
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P.O. Box 791 New London, CT 06320  
(860) 442-5349  www.thamesshipyard.com

Two Drydocks Available  – Newly Expanded Number 2 Drydock

Tug Service
High-Speed Ferry
Haul-Out & Repair
Certified Steel and Aluminum 
Welding and Fabrication
Diesel Engine Repairs
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Port Security Services can provide maritime 
focused  security services for your vessel or 
corporate security needs throughout the US. 
Whether security vessels, officers, planning  
or training we stand ready to meet your needs.  
We offer FREE shore leave services in many ports. 

Corporate Headquarters: 
100 Waterfront Street 
New Haven, CT 06512 

Mail: P.O. Box 9166
New Haven, CT 06532

Toll Free: (800) 762-9147
Local: (203) 468-5489
Fax: (203) 468-2670
Email: contact@portsecurity.us
http://portsecurityusa.com

CMC Membership Includes  
Diverse State Maritime Interests
Organized in 2000, the Connecticut Maritime Coalition is a non-profit 
trade association advocating for Connecticut’s Maritime Industry. 

Our members include:
Briarpatch Enterprises, Inc.  
Joseph Gilbert, 203.876.8923, hiddenemp@aol.com
Bridgeport Landing Development LLC.
Robert Christoph Jr., 305-672-5588, rwcjr@rcimarine.com
Bohonnon Law Firm 
Wynne Bohonnon Esq., 203-787-2151, wynne@bohonnon.com
The Bridgeport & Port Jefferson Steamboat Company 
Frederick Hall, 631-473-0286, FHall@McAllisterTowing.com 
Blakeslee Arpaia Chapman, Inc. 
John Fucci, 203-483-2954, jfucci@BAC-INC.com 
Cross Sound Ferry Services, Inc.  
Adam Wronowski, 860-625-4824, adam@longislandferry.com  
Connecticut Maritime Association, Inc. 
Donald Frost, 203-406-0106, dbfrost@optonline.net
Connecticut State Pilots, Inc.  
Capt. Charles Jonas, 516-319-5069, cpjonas@optonline.net 
DRVN Enterprises Inc.
Steve Farrelly, 860-989-8081, drvn39@yahoo.com 

Empire Fisheries, LLC
Joseph Gilbert, 203-876-8923, hiddenemp@aol.com
Gateway Terminal  
Tom Dubno, 203-467-1997, tdubno@gatewayt.com  
GZA GeoEnvironmental, Inc. 
Dan Kinard, 860-286-8900, dan.kinard@gza.com
Industrial Search Partners
P. Jason Ward,203-354-8176, jward@industrialsearchpartners.com 
Interport Pilots Agency, Inc.  
Captain Louis Bettinelli, 732-787-5554, loubett@optonline.net 
Logistec Inc.
Jason Kimble, 860-444-1329, jkimble@logistec.com
MOHAWK Northeast Inc.
Mike Heinke, 860-445-7401, MHeinke@mohawknortheast.com 
Moran Towing Corporation 
Aislinn Pitchford, 203-442-2800, aislinn@morantug.com 
New England Shipping Company, Inc.  
David Pohorylo, 203-467-2423, dpohorylo@newenglandshipping.com 
New Haven Port Authority  
Judi Sheiffele, Ex.Dir., 203-946-6778, JSheiffe@newhavenct.net 
New Haven Terminal  
Michael Vasaturo, 203-468-0805, vpusec@aol.com  
Port Security Services  
Ralph Gogliettino,800-762-9147, Ralph@portsecurity.us 
Santa Energy Corporation 
Thomas Santa, 203-362-3332, SantaT@santaenergy.com
Sea Support, Inc.  
Ralph Gogliettino, 203-467-1590, Ralph@seasupport.biz
Thames Towboat Co.
Richard MacMurray, 860-443-7394, rich@longislandferry.com
Thames Shipyard & Repair Co.
Stan Mickus, 860-460-8437, stanmickus@longislandferry.com 
Underwater Construction Corporation  
James Keeling, 757.714.9619, jkeeling@uccdive.com
 

http://www.thames-shipyard.com/
http://portsecurityusa.com/
https://www.goblockisland.com/
mailto:pmcdermott@uccdive.com


The Connecticut Maritime Coalition is a non-profit trade 
association facilitating the competitiveness of Connecticut’s 

maritime industries. Our member network is mostly composed 
of small and medium-sized businesses. 

To join the Connecticut Maritime Coalition or to advertise your 
business in Deep Water Port notes, please contact: 

William Gash, Executive Director 
P.O. Box 188, Stonington, CT 06378    Phone: 860-941-0044    

Fax (888) 436-5413    Email: ctmaritime@msn.com   

Visit www.ctmaritime.com
DEEP WATER PORT notes is published monthly electronically  

& printed quarterly by the Connecticut Maritime Coalition, Inc.   
Graphic Design by Casey Gash

Connecticut 
Maritime Coalition

Connecticut  
Maritime Coalition

P.O. Box 188, Stonington, CT 06378  
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Advocating for Connecticut’s Maritime Industry

Line Handling • Launch Service/Stores Delivery
Spill Boom Containment Services

Marine Oil Spill Clean Up Services • Stevedoring Services
Ship/Marine Chandlery Supply Services 

203-467-1590 
Mr. Ralph Gogliettino   Ralph@seasupport.biz

_______________________________________________________________ 
Hire Our Returning Veterans: Resources 
Office for Veterans’ Workforce Development (OVWD)
Mr. Terry Brennan, Director (860) 263-6514
The Office of Military Affairs Mr. Robert Ross, Ex. Director (860) 270-
8074, bob.ross@ct.gov http://www.ct.gov/oma/site/default.asp
Hire Our Returning Veterans: Federal Resources - VOW to Hire Heroes 
Act of 2011. Legislation offers tax credit up to $5,600 for companies 
hiring veterans who have been unemployed 6 months or longer. Hiring 
a veteran with a service-connected disability: up to $9,600. 

MARINE BUNKERING
Vessel fueling throughout New England

All fuel grades:  ULSD, MDO, MGO, IFO, Bunker “C”
U.S.C.G Certified

800-739-1852
SantaBuckley.com
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http://www.cmaconnect.com/
http://www.santabuckley.com

