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Tanker British Ensign preparing to leave the Deep Water Port of New Haven with 
one of Gateway’s tug The Connecticut assisting. The tanker brought gasoline cargo 
from Canada.  Picture by Connecticut Senior Marine Pilot Captain Charles P. Jonas
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One is tempted to give today’s port/maritime action in 
Washington some historical perspective

Not all that long ago routine American port activity in Washington 
was primarily focused on Federal regulatory matters and little with 
respect to transportation programs and policy. Rail and trucking rates 
and service were key concerns. If a port needed a channel project 
done it went to Congress for legislation and then to the Corps of 
Engineers to get the work done. Maritime policy was about vessels. 
The Federal government didn’t have port improvement programs. 

When the Department of Transportation opened for business in 
1967 its maritime agent was the U.S. Coast Guard and its modal 
attention was directed to building the interstate system and tending 
to railroads, aviation and mass transit. The Maritime Administration 
didn’t arrive from the Department of Commerce until 1981 and even 
then ports weren’t in its portfolio. 

Following the deregulation era of the 70s and 80s, there are a 
few important Federal policy dates for U.S. ports: 

1986 - The Water Resources Development Act (WRDA) brought 
major policy changes to the Corps of Engineers Civil Works program, 
especially for its navigation mission. It require cost-sharing on channel 
improvement projects and instituted the Harbor Maintenance Tax on 
cargo to pay for the cost of channel maintenance. Ports sought but 
never won improvements to the laborious Corps process.

1991–The Intermodal Surface Transportation Efficiency Act 
(ISTEA) was the first step in having U.S. transportation public works 
policy reflect the intermodal nature of the freight and passenger sector. 
Each succeeding authorization bill has made incremental responses to 
intermodal freight needs, the most recent being MAP-21.

2002 – The Maritime Transportation Security Act (MTSA) was 
signed into law in November 2002. No longer was port security just a 
matter of preventing cargo theft. The security of waterways, vessels 
and ports meant new responsibility for port authorities and marine 
terminals as well as enhanced roles for the U.S. Coast Guard, TSA, 
and the now Customs and Border Protection agency, all integrated 
into the Department of Homeland Security created that same month.   

2009 – The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) was 
an $831 billion response to the financial collapse of the previous year. 
The ARRA stimulus package included public works grants for “shovel 
ready” projects. For the first time port related projects, including rail 
elements, were made eligible for Federal dollars in what became 
known as the TIGER grants program. Over $147 million was allocated 
to port and maritime related infrastructure projects in that first year.

Today ports and terminals can benefit by Federal aid whether 
for their own facilities or for “last mile” access projects. Terminal 
gates and cranes, on-dock rail, TWIC readers, and diesel engine 
replacements now qualify for direct grants or financing. Those come 
with strings but large ports and small have welcomed the aid.  

In June a large number of ports will submit proposals to USDOT 
in the hope of being among the small percentage of projects selected 
for TIGER grants this fall. The program will be in its seventh round with 
around $500 million to distribute in grants of $10 million and more. 

In late April the House Appropriations Committee produced its 
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MARINE BUNKERING
Vessel fueling throughout New England

All fuel grades:  ULSD, MDO, MGO, IFO, Bunker “C”
U.S.C.G Certified

800-739-1852
SantaBuckley.com
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Federal and State Pilot Service  
for Long Island Sound and Ports

Interport@Verizon.net

Connecticut State Pilots
Interport Pilots Agency Inc.

    SERVING ALL DEEPWATER PORTS IN THE NORTHEAST                 

                     just add water ! 

                              www.newenglandshipping.com 

Waterfront/Marine Services
Engineering/Construction Oversight/Condition Surveys        

Environmental/Dredging/Shore Protection/Coastal
Marine/Waterfront Structures | Offshore Renewable Energy | Environmental Management & Permitting  Dredge

Program Design & Permitting  | Marine Terminal Regulatory Services

GZA GeoEnvironmental, Inc.
Engineers/Scientists   25 Offices Nationwide

www.gza.com

For More Information:
Connecticut Massachusetts/Rhode Island     Metro New York

Dan T. Kinard, P.E.       Russell J. Morgan, P.E.           Douglas S. Roy, P.E.
860.858.3114                    401.427.2708                          212.594.8140

first FY 2016 bill of the year and it is the one that funds the Corps 
of Engineers Civil Works program. The bill includes $5.6 billion for 
the water program, which is $142 million more than the current year 
and $860 million over the President’s budget. So, for a time when 
Federal budget caps and sequestration remain in place navigation, 
flood control and related projects are faring comparatively better than 
other parts of the budget. The bill includes $1.18 billion for channel 
maintenance. That is $73 million more than the previous record but 
not up to the hoped-for “target” of $1.25 billion set in the Water 
Resources Reform and Development Act of 2014. While the port sector 
can be disappointed, the good news is that O&M appropriations have 
gone up in recent years and the House bill continues in that direction.

I will end this letter by placing a large question mark as to the 
prospects for the overdue surface transportation authorization bill and 
National Maritime Strategy. The former is waiting on congressional 
tax panels to figure out how to restore solvency to the Highway Trust 

Fund and, for that matter, pay for a new freight improvement program. 
Come May the Congress have to at least extend current law (MAP-
21). As for the Maritime Administration’s project to outline steps that 
might bolster the U.S.-flag industry’s share of business, the agency 
continues to look for good ideas even as it nears completing a finished 
draft. The document will be released for comment. Ideas, anyone?

Paul Bea is a government relations and policy advisor in 
Washington, DC. He discusses marine transportation system matters 
at www.MTSmatters.com.
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P.O. Box 791 New London, CT 06320  
(860) 442-5349  www.thamesshipyard.com

Two Drydocks Available  – Newly Expanded Number 2 Drydock

Tug Service
High-Speed Ferry
Haul-Out & Repair
Certified Steel and Aluminum 
Welding and Fabrication
Diesel Engine Repairs
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Port Security Services can provide maritime 
focused  security services for your vessel or 
corporate security needs throughout the US. 
Whether security vessels, officers, planning  
or training we stand ready to meet your needs.  
We offer FREE shore leave services in many ports. 

Corporate Headquarters: 
100 Waterfront Street 
New Haven, CT 06512 

Mail: P.O. Box 9166
New Haven, CT 06532

Toll Free: (800) 762-9147
Local: (203) 468-5489
Fax: (203) 468-2670
Email: contact@portsecurity.us

CMC Membership Includes  
Diverse State Maritime Interests
Organized in 2000, the Connecticut Maritime Coalition is a non-profit 
trade association advocating for Connecticut’s Maritime Industry. 

Our members include:

Briarpatch Enterprises, Inc.  
Joseph Gilbert, 203.876.8923, hiddenemp@aol.com
Bridgeport Landing Development LLC.
Robert Christoph Jr., 305-672-5588, rwcjr@rcimarine.com
Bridgeport Port Authority 
Andrew J. Nunn, 203-576-3964, andrew.nunn@bridgeportct.gov
The Bridgeport & Port Jefferson Steamboat Company 
Frederick Hall, 631-473-0286, FHall@McAllisterTowing.com 
Blakeslee Arpaia Chapman, Inc. 
John Fucci, 203-483-2954, jfucci@BAC-INC.com 
Coast Line Service 
Rob Pearce, 617-951-9957, rob@bostonlineservice.com
Collins Engineers Inc.
Robert F. Snelgrove, E.I.T., 860-571-0384, rsnelgrove@collinsengr.com
Cross Sound Ferry Services, Inc.  
Adam Wronowski, 860-625-4824, adam@longislandferry.com  
Connecticut Maritime Association, Inc. 
Donald Frost, 203-406-0106, dbfrost@optonline.net
Connecticut State Pilots, Inc.  
Capt. Charles Jonas, 516-319-5069, cpjonas@optonline.net  
Empire Fisheries, LLC
Joseph Gilbert, 203-876-8923, hiddenemp@aol.com
Gateway Terminal  
Tom Dubno, 203-467-1997, tdubno@gatewayt.com 
Gwenmor Marina & Marine Contracting Inc.  
Christian McGugan, 860-536-0281, Christian@gwenmor.com 
GZA GeoEnvironmental, Inc. 
Dan Kinard, 860-286-8900, dan.kinard@gza.com 
Interport Pilots Agency, Inc.  
Captain Louis Bettinelli, 732-787-5554, loubett@optonline.net 
Logistec Inc.
Jeremy Riddle, 860-444-1329, jriddle@logistec.com 
Moran Towing Corporation 
Aislinn Pitchford, 203-442-2800, aislinn@morantug.com 
New England Shipping Company, Inc.  
David Pohorylo, 203-467-2423, dpohorylo@newenglandshipping.com 
New Haven Port Authority  
Judi Sheiffele, Ex.Dir., 203-946-6778, JSheiffe@newhavenct.net 
New Haven Terminal  
Michael Vasaturo, 203-468-0805, vpusec@aol.com  
Port Security Services  
Ralph Gogliettino,800-762-9147, Ralph@portsecurity.us 
Santa Energy Corporation 
Thomas Santa, 203-362-3332, SantaT@santaenergy.com
Schooner, Inc. 
Kristen Andrews, 203-865-1737, kristen.andrews@schoonerinc.org
Sea Support, Inc.  
Ralph Gogliettino, 203-467-1590, Ralph@seasupport.biz
Thames Towboat Co.
Richard MacMurray, 860-443-7394, rich@longislandferry.com
Thames Shipyard & Repair Co.
Stan Mickus, 860-460-8437, stanmickus@longislandferry.com 
Underwater Construction Corporation  
Chris Tirrell, 860-857-8440, chris@uccdive.com
 



The Connecticut Maritime Coalition is a non-profit trade 
association facilitating the competitiveness of Connecticut’s 

maritime industries. Our member network is mostly composed 
of small and medium-sized businesses. 

To join the Connecticut Maritime Coalition or to advertise your 
business in Deep Water Port notes, please contact: 

William Gash, Executive Director 
P.O. Box 188, Stonington, CT 06378    Phone: 860-941-0044    

Fax (888) 436-5413    Email: ctmaritime@msn.com   

Visit www.ctmaritime.com
DEEP WATER PORT notes is published monthly electronically  

& printed quarterly by the Connecticut Maritime Coalition, Inc.   
Designed by Casey Gash, caseycyrgash@live.com

Connecticut 
Maritime Coalition

Connecticut  
Maritime Coalition

P.O. Box 188, Stonington, CT 06378  
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Advocating for Connecticut’s Maritime Industry

Avoid The Highway Hassles!

(860)443-5281  www.longislandferry.com
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Year-round service between Orient Point, Long Island and 
New London, CT. Vehicle, passenger and high-speed service.   
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Line Handling • Launch Service/Stores Delivery
Spill Boom Containment Services

Marine Oil Spill Clean Up Services • Stevedoring Services
Ship/Marine Chandlery Supply Services 

203-467-1590 
Mr. Ralph Gogliettino   Ralph@seasupport.biz

_______________________________________________________________ 
Hire Our Returning Veterans: Resources 
Office for Veterans’ Workforce Development (OVWD)
Mr. Terry Brennan, Director (860) 263-6514
The Office of Military Affairs Mr. Robert Ross, Ex. Director (860) 270-
8074, bob.ross@ct.gov http://www.ct.gov/oma/site/default.asp
Hire Our Returning Veterans: Federal Resources - VOW to Hire Heroes 
Act of 2011. Legislation offers tax credit up to $5,600 for companies 
hiring veterans who have been unemployed 6 months or longer. Hiring 
a veteran with a service-connected disability: up to $9,600. 
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