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	Remove Industry Growth Impediments

Activities Proposed:

· Work with the Department of Environmental Protection and the Environmental Protection Agency to provide industry representation into the current Long Island Sound Environmental Impact Statement (dredging and its impacts on Connecticut’s maritime).  Concentrate on funding for the federal LIS Environmental Impact Study (EIS), a Connecticut Dredge Management Maintenance Plan, and the Repeal of the federal Ambro Amendment.

· Propose legislative changes to Connecticut’s regulatory laws and tax structure to support marine business growth.
· Support legislative proposals that will allow Connecticut’s boat manufacturers and marina operators to become competitive with competing states.


	· Industry held a summit that lead to the formation of the Dredge Management Taskforce and brought together the waterfront community and Connecticut coastal congressional delegation.  Produced consensus among stakeholders that begins to move the state’s management of dredged sediments forward.

· Industry supported legislation passed to broaden the scope of Connecticut Port Authority from 3 commercial ports to all of Connecticut’s ports, harbors and navigable rivers, and requires any waterfront development within a district to benefit the district.

· Industry provided resources in support of the Long Island Sound Environmental Impact Study (LIS-EIS) process.  This process governs the disposition of dredged sediments (estimated to average 750,000 cubic yards/year) from Connecticut’s ports, harbors, marinas and navigable harbors to sites in LIS and alternative methods of dredged sediment management.

· Industry attained Board Director positions on the Connecticut Port Authority, Transportation Strategy Board, American Association of Port Authorities, Connecticut Pilots Commission, and positions supporting the Transportation Strategy Board.

· Industry contribution to this deliverable:  $10,000 cash funding and 496 executive hours over 13 working sessions totaling $49,600 of in-kind services focused on this deliverable.

	· By 2003 vessels will be restricted from entering Bridgeport because of the inability to dredge the channel.

· Concerns of need for development of clearer port policies.

· Pursue creating maritime zones at Connecticut’s waterfront.

· Industry must focus more attention on accelerating the projected completion date of the federal LIS EIS.

· Concerns of recreational boating business being lost to states with lower tax rates.

· Continue to pursue legislative initiatives to improve the functionality of the Connecticut Port Authority.

· New London port as a distribution center for commercial shellfish companies.

· Dredge sediment management is a statewide transportation issue, not exclusively a coastal issue. 


	Goal: Address physical impediments to Connecticut’s ports, harbors and navigable rivers to insure uninterrupted access for ships calling on Connecticut’s ports.

Prioritized deliverables to meet stated goal:

· Support the Transportation Strategy Board in the development and implementation of Connecticut’s State Transportation Policy to include water transportation

· Support the strengthening of the Connecticut Port Authority to accomplish its legislated mandate.

· Assist in accelerating the federal LIS EIS process and shortening the state’s permitting processes.

· Implement the Dredge Management Task Force consensus agenda.

· Support legislation that creates maritime policy in the state of Connecticut, including maritime zones at Connecticut’s ports, harbors, marinas, and navigable rivers. Establish land use restriction to water dependent users in maritime zones

· Support legislation that increases the competitive advantage of Connecticut’s recreational boating community.

· Support activities to create a shellfish distribution and aquaculture center to the port of New London.

· Support the state in leveraging the privately owned commercial waterfront facilities in the statewide transportation initiative.
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