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3RD QUARTER 2017

Maritime Matters in Washington
by Mr. Paul Bea

Maritime Matters in Washington continued on page 2

How fares the maritime sector in the Nation’s Capital? The first year 
of a new Congress and president is a crucial time for organizing 
and acting. Coming off an election, the winner have a tailwind of 
electoral support that can help get things done. Nine months into 
the 115th Congress and nearly eight months into the Donald Trump 
presidency, one can point to some indicators, if not many deeds as 
yet. The metrics that come to mind – personnel, policy initiatives, and 
legislative advances. 

It takes time to ramp up a new administration’s human 
infrastructure – political appointments to staff and confirmation level 
positions. President Trump has been a bit slower than other new 
White House occupants in naming people to positions, while minority 
party tactics have kept the confirmation rate at a slow pace. Trump 
also has been slow to fill lower level “schedule C” political posts. 
These populate departments and agencies and provide the human 
infrastructure to help a White House shift from transition to active 
administration through the operating agencies of government. As in 
any change of administration, civil servants in mostly non-political 
posts shift into a holding pattern to await policy directions and new 
initiatives. As a result, not a lot gets done until the cabinet members 
have in place their subcabinet officers and schedule Cs to carry out 
administration directives. 

By September, some Department of Transportation subcabinet 
positions still await confirmation and only one of eight open 
administrator spots in DOT is confirmed and sworn. As it happens 
that is Adm. Mark Buzby (Navy ret) in the Maritime Administration. For 

the maritime sector, the selection of Secretary Elaine Chao after the 
November election was a promising sign. Already a seasoned cabinet 
officer (Bush 43), her resume includes Deputy Maritime Administrator 
and Chair of the Federal Maritime Commission. Add to that her father’s 
Foremost Group shipping business. Rarely, if ever, have there been 
transportation secretaries with such familiarity with the commercial 
maritime world.

Scanning the Washington landscape for other maritime related 
appointments one can see top level offices still filled with civil 
servants “performing the duties of.” Among those posts are Assistant 
Secretary of the Army for Civil Works and NOAA Administrator, both 
being influential in navigation related matters. The five-seat Federal 
Maritime Commission has a vacancy, created with the recent 
resignation of former chairman Mario Cordero, now running the Port 
of Long Beach. The president will fill that seat with a Republican. 
Meanwhile, the president named Commissioner Michael Khouri Acting 
Chairman. 

As for Trump policy initiatives, most activity has been in how 
government work. His executive orders on reducing regulation and 
speeding project delivery have been well-received by some in the 
business and public sectors. As with many things, we wait to see how 
the Administration implements those orders.

Another Trump policy expression is his proposed FY 2018 Federal 
Budget. The Office of Management & Budget came up with a budget 
that boosted national security spending and reduced non-defense 
spending. An early draft posed immediate concern in the Department 

The ATB Freeport outbound on the Thames River after delivering to Dow Chemical. Photo by Senior Connecticut Pilot Captain Charlie Jonas
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Year-round service between Orient Point, Long Island and 
New London, CT. Vehicle, passenger and high-speed service.   
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of Transportation when it became known that OMB proposed 
elimination of agencies that included the Maritime Administration. It 
was quickly rejected by Secretary Chao and she prevailed. The issued 
budget seeks to eliminate the popular TIGER grants program (-$500 
million) and proposes cuts in funding for the Corps of Engineers but 
the Senate has since approved TIGER funding and both chambers 
are in the process of agreeing on near-record funding levels for the 
civil works program. Similarly, the House defense appropriations bill 
rejected the administration’s proposed addition of only eight new 
ships for the Navy and instead made it thirteen. Trump campaigned 
with a pledge for a 350 ship navy – an increase of 75 over today’s fleet 
– but his budget was viewed as not hewing to that objective. A Navy 
assessment and its Hill advocates call for an eventual 355 ships. 

The president has been vocal about pursuing his major campaign 
promises but unspecific in his proposals. Details for tax reform and 
infrastructure are being left to Congress to determine. One will have to 
wait until 2018 for action on tax and infrastructure legislation.

The House is passing bills in its usual efficient way and the 
Senate at its customary, deliberate pace. Committees have produced 
the annual Coast Guard authorization bills. They held hearings on 
complaints about the changing ocean carrier industry and its growing 
reliance on alliances in the container trade. Port service providers and 
cargo interests are alarmed and the committees are responding. But 
when it comes to floor action in the Senate, the emphasis is necessarily 
on processing Trump nominations and appropriations bills. 

One of the few examples of unanimity in action thus far is the 
response to the devastation of Hurricane Harvey. Congress is on 
track to approve, in a week’s time, over $15 billion for FEMA and 
other agency recovery programs. Their prompt action – despite some 
Republican opposition to the level of funding -- is unsurprising and 
reassuring. We expect that of our government even as creates doubts 
on its ability to get other things done.

Paul Bea is a government relations and policy advisor in 
Washington, DC.  He can be found at www.phbpa.com.
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Port Security Services can provide maritime 
focused  security services for your vessel or 
corporate security needs throughout the US. 
Whether security vessels, officers, planning  
or training we stand ready to meet your needs.  
We offer FREE shore leave services in many ports. 

Corporate Headquarters: 
100 Waterfront Street 
New Haven, CT 06512 

Mail: P.O. Box 9166
New Haven, CT 06532

Toll Free: (800) 762-9147
Local: (203) 468-5489
Fax: (203) 468-2670
Email: contact@portsecurity.us
http://portsecurityusa.com

CMC Membership Includes  
Diverse State Maritime Interests
Organized in 2000, the Connecticut Maritime Coalition is a non-profit 
trade association advocating for Connecticut’s Maritime Industry. 

Our members include:
Briarpatch Enterprises, Inc.  
Joseph Gilbert, 203-876-8923, hiddenemp@aol.com
Bridgeport Landing Development LLC.
Robert Christoph Jr., 305-672-5588, rwcjr@rcimarine.com
Bohonnon Law Firm 
Wynne Bohonnon Esq., 203-787-2151, wynne@bohonnon.com
The Bridgeport & Port Jefferson Steamboat Company 
Frederick Hall, 631-473-0286, FHall@McAllisterTowing.com 
Blakeslee Arpaia Chapman, Inc. 
Mike Oswiecimski, 203-627-7118, MikeSki@BAC-INC.com 
Cross Sound Ferry Services, Inc.  
Adam Wronowski, 860-625-4824, adam@longislandferry.com  
Connecticut Maritime Association, Inc. 
Donald Frost, 203-406-0106, dbfrost@optonline.net
Connecticut State Pilots, Inc.  
Capt. Charles Jonas, 516-319-5069, cpjonas@optonline.net 
DRVN Enterprises Inc.
Steve Farrelly, 860-989-8081, drvn39@yahoo.com 

Empire Fisheries, LLC
Joseph Gilbert, 203-876-8923, hiddenemp@aol.com
Gateway Terminal  
Tom Dubno, 203-467-1997, tdubno@gatewayt.com  
GZA GeoEnvironmental, Inc. 
Dan Kinard, 860-286-8900, dan.kinard@gza.com
Interport Pilots Agency, Inc.  
Captain Louis Bettinelli, 732-787-5554, loubett@optonline.net 
Logistec (USA) Inc.
Frank Vannelli, 860-444-9468, fvannell@logistec.com
MOHAWK Northeast Inc.
Mike Heinke, 860-445-7401, MHeinke@mohawknortheast.com 
Moran Towing Corporation 
Aislinn Pitchford, 203-442-2800, aislinn@morantug.com 
New England Shipping Company, Inc.  
David Pohorylo, 203-467-2423, dpohorylo@newenglandshipping.com 
New Haven Port Authority  
Judi Sheiffele, Ex.Dir., 203-946-6778, JSheiffe@newhavenct.net 
New Haven Terminal  
Michael Vasaturo, 203-468-0805, vpusec@aol.com  
Port Security Services  
Ralph Gogliettino,800-762-9147, Ralph@portsecurity.us 
Santa Energy Corporation 
Thomas Santa, 203-362-3332, SantaT@santaenergy.com
Sea Support, Inc.  
Ralph Gogliettino, 203-467-1590, Ralph@seasupport.biz
Thames Towboat Co.
Richard MacMurray, 860-443-7394, rich@longislandferry.com
Thames Shipyard & Repair Co.
Stan Mickus, 860-460-8437, stanmickus@longislandferry.com 
Underwater Construction Corporation  
James Keeling, 757-714-9619, jkeeling@uccdive.com
 

http://www.newenglandshipping.com
http://portsecurityusa.com/
https://www.goblockisland.com/
mailto:pmcdermott@uccdive.com


The Connecticut Maritime Coalition is a non-profit trade 
association facilitating the competitiveness of Connecticut’s 

maritime industries. Our member network is mostly composed 
of small and medium-sized businesses. 

To join the Connecticut Maritime Coalition or to advertise your 
business in Deep Water Port notes, please contact: 

William Gash, Executive Director 
P.O. Box 188, Stonington, CT 06378    Phone: 860-941-0044    

Fax (888) 436-5413    Email: ctmaritime@msn.com   

Visit www.ctmaritime.com
DEEP WATER PORT notes is published monthly electronically  

& printed quarterly by the Connecticut Maritime Coalition, Inc.   
Graphic Design by Casey Gash

Connecticut 
Maritime Coalition

Line Handling • Launch Service/Stores Delivery
Spill Boom Containment Services

Marine Oil Spill Clean Up Services • Stevedoring Services
Ship/Marine Chandlery Supply Services 

203-467-1590 
Mr. Ralph Gogliettino   Ralph@seasupport.biz

_______________________________________________________________ 
Hire Our Returning Veterans: Resources 
Office for Veterans’ Workforce Development (OVWD)
Mr. Terry Brennan, Director (860) 263-6514
The Office of Military Affairs Mr. Robert Ross, Ex. Director (860) 270-
8074, bob.ross@ct.gov http://www.ct.gov/oma/site/default.asp
Hire Our Returning Veterans: Federal Resources - VOW to Hire Heroes 
Act of 2011. Legislation offers tax credit up to $5,600 for companies 
hiring veterans who have been unemployed 6 months or longer. Hiring 
a veteran with a service-connected disability: up to $9,600. 

MARINE BUNKERING
Vessel fueling throughout New England

All fuel grades:  ULSD, MDO, MGO, IFO, Bunker “C”
U.S.C.G Certified

800-739-1852
SantaBuckley.com

Connecticut  
Maritime Coalition

P.O. Box 188, Stonington, CT 06378  
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